
Stabilizing Streambanks
Benefits the Fox River
By: Mark Jenks

Land Conservation Supervisor

Work continues to stabilize eroding streambanks
and improve water quality in the Fox River
watershed. In cooperation with the Southeastern
Wisconsin Fox River Commission, staff from the
Land Resources Division have worked with local
landowners to install streambank protection
measures along portions of the Fox River where a
field inventory conducted by Land Resources staff
identified sites with streambank erosion prob-
lems.

New Large Format Copier
Earlier this year we purchased a large format
digital copier that can also be used as a scanner
or plotter. The copier, made by KIP, replaced our
blueprint machine, which was breaking down on
a regular basis and was not interoperable with
today’s technology. We use the new copier to
produce prints of topographic maps and aerial
photographs for our own use and for sale to the
public. In addition to being able to reproduce
large maps and documents, the copier can scan
documents up to 36" wide and create digital
images of the maps, which can then be used in
other software applications.  The copier, which is
hooked up to the county’s network, can also act

as a high-speed black and white
plotter, with the ability to print 6 D
size (24" x 36") sheets a minute.
With its speed, ease of use, and
functionality, the new copier should
meet our reprographic needs for
some time to come.

The maps described above and
many more are available to the
public in printed or computer file
format for the cost of duplication or
printing. For additional information
concerning mapping resources available through the Department of Parks and
Land Use, please call the Planning and Zoning Division at (262) 548-7790 or visit
our website at www.waukeshacounty.gov/landandparks/mapping. html.

Because each site along a
river channel is unique,
streambank protection
measures must be installed
according to a plan and
adapted to site-specific
conditions.  Using a
combination of vegetation
and riprap (stone armoring),
nearly 650 feet of river
frontage has been stabilized
in the Big Bend Village
Park.

Another project in the Town
of Vernon will eventually
stabilize almost 900 feet of
riverbank next to a site
listed on the National
Register of Historic Places.
Due to the sensitive nature
of this site, an archeologi-
cal survey was required to
be done as part of the
permit approval process.
The project design for this
site also calls for a
combination of vegetation
and riprap.  When
installed, this project will
provide a naturalized
vegetative buffer between
the Fox River and the
adjacent land use.

 Archeologists perform detailed site investigation

Using a combination of vegetation and riprap (stone
armoring), nearly 650 feet of river frontage has been
stabilized in the Big Bend Village Park.

Sites listed on the National Register of Historic Places
require archeological survey
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